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THE “ P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

[ The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Correspondents ] 

Dear Editor, — 

Oh ! women with children dear ! 

Oh ! men with mothers and wives ! 

It is not leather we’re wearing out, 

But human creatures lives. 

[See page 1 16 of Parents' Review for April, 1894.] 

Who is to blame ? All of us. Not one dare lay the flattering unction 
to his soul that he has neither part nor lot in this scene of human misery 
and wrong. y 

First the unhappy parents. When will men and women learn that to 
bring children into the world, to suffer from want of food or from the life- 
long torture of inherited disease is a sin ? Let us be gentle and indulgent 
towards such for the present. They are ignorant and human • they 
neither foresee nor forbear. ’ y 

Next the wretch who, directly or indirectly piles up a fortune wrung 
rorn the heart s blood of his down -trodden brothers and sisters. Where 

Ln f , M him ° Ut ’ S6t Wm in thG Hght: hold him U P ^ universal 
execration . Many a man, who in a fit of jealousy or rage or intoxication 
deal, a deadly blow ,o hi. fellow, is a.greai aLi m iS a. i," “ 

Laws are powerless to make men just and humane, and relio-jon of the 

c ll? XrlT T fa i! c , d “ d0 50 b “‘ ‘-.A"," 

S sm ,l a force before which such incarnations of greed and 
our oZ enZt n T, h “ d Shmel ° Ut ° f sl S ht ' We are told to forgive 

out his wrath upon them^'woTultoyoT^'.. f Christbimself pa “ red 
houses.” “Woe unto vou ” “ r. *5 j ’ for ye devour widows’ 
to be borne.” And is thL the w ye ade men with burdens grievous 
who grow rich bv i u Y r 0{ the WOrld ? ^ wa y towards those 

man o{ leTh hoil ? th \ faCeS ° f the P 00r ? Look around The 
want his money if we L™" 16 by ’ is honored, flattered, toadied. We 
for Christ’s church Th “Z ^ be m ' n ’ ster °f religion wants it 

to add to the “ k ~ there ’ s a new wing 

^100 or ^1,000, he will not li ss hf™ ^ ^ the subscri P tion w,th 
the best of us, to beseech him t a mone y- So hat in hand we go, 
saw something borne across the nlaff ’ F ° r th ' S Very morning y° U 
was it ? Something tied un in ^ T t0 3 rallwa y carr 'age. What 
head, a frenzied face, wild e^es anH S fl Ck ~ n ° thlng Visible but a human 
to that over-crowded asvlum Th floating grey hair ; it is on its way 

wife and mother. How ca \ something was once an honest, loving 
worse than death ? Overwrit™ 6 S e to hideous wreck so infinitely 
children, 14 hours a dav r ’ Want sleep and food, loss of husband and 
ay and n.nepence a dozen- despair, drink ! You 
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death unkind^ sj^res^drag' ou^snp'p 56 , ° ppres se<f human tlZgTlZ' 
of society existences which, but fo? b ° Un f ty ^ the bo ^Y 

itself, would terminate. s acredness of human life it 

Ah, yes, with tears in our eyes and fir • 
our poo.; oppressed kinsfolk, we applaud 5,1" ° Ur bearts a t the wrongs of 

7 hu 7“ r A**. ™ «>« him. anSt”. , h , e "r 6 b C ' nC t»' **•»£ 

of sending him to represent us in Parliam! t n ‘ m the « reat honour 
on him, on us, on all. The pampered ZZ r ^ ^ aven S er comes 
pleasure and vice, drop from their nerveless haldl th '° St in 

sin, and memories of bitter wrong borne K u he frUlts of 50 much 
preceding generation, divide those wfi nm . y ,hls & ene ration or the 
together for their common good. So .f® 1 * 8 * and work shou W bind 
in deadly hate, and society suffers everv ml a and labour f ace each other 
of the anti-Christian dogma that wealth n . ber . of 11 for its endorsement 
of sins. ^ WeaUh ’ not char 'ty. covereth a multitude 

E.M. 


r s ~„ and - 

ere may be others who would be able and wishful to adopt it. What 
I speak of is a garden hut for the children built of stone or wood, with a 
fire-place, and better still with an oven also. Our hut is about o feet 
square, made of wood against an old stone garden wall, with a hearth 
lire to burn wood. It has a door (with padlock) and two tiny windows— 
one at each end. It has a let down table and shelves, and the boys have 
provided stools, boxes, brackets and cupboard. They have had several 
presents, and they have freely spent their own pocket money in buying 
such pots and pans as they wanted, doing their own shopping! They 
have all necessary utensils, towels, &c., so that nothing need be borrowed 
from the cook except materials for cooking. They have only a dutch 
oven, but it has cooked little birds and pastry ! A frying pan has poached 
and fried potatoes, and a steamer has brought forth quite excellent 
potatoes and apples ! In all weathers it is an endless resource, for in the 
depths of winter the cosy fire, the cooking, the gathering and chopping 
sticks, &c., supply every variety of healthy amusement. It is the 
children’s kingdom, and it is their pride and pleasure to keep it in good 
order, and to entertain their elders ! (who wonderfully escape indigestion 
and poisoning- ! ) 

J “CAMPAGNA. 


L)eak Editor,— M ay I be allowed to suggest that the author of the 
interesting article on Children’s Books in the March number oft e 
P.R.” has possibly not seen an edition of the bible ca e tie 1 
ible. I am sorry I can give no information as to the pu is ler. 
several years ago that I saw a copy, but it seems to me exactly to ans 
tbe description given in a paragraph on page 21. It was simp) . 
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edition of the bible with many passages and even whole chapters left out , 
and it had, if I remember rightly, some good pictures. I am sorry this 
is such a vague suggestion, but people who think such a book desirable 
would probably find no difficulty in meeting with it. 

E. M. Y 


Dear Editor,— In Mrs. Bryant’s list of books for a Children’s 
Library, I am glad to. see the names of many old friends. But I am 
surprised to find that none of Henty’s works are included in the list 
though Mrs. Bryant makes one short allusion to them in her article 
Mayne Reid is rather a dangerous author to recommend for children 
though several of his works are harmless as well as exciting. Is the 
“ Idylls of the King ” a judicious selection ? 

rr u 


Dear Editor,— When reading this month’s Parents' Review , I was 
much interested in Mrs. Bryant’s article upon suitable reading for children 
I take the liberty of forwarding the names of some story books, which 
we find are very popular with our small friends, “ The Angel of Love ” 
by L. T Meade, Hodder and Stoughton. “Pickles,” by Yotty Osborn 
John F. Shaw and Co., 48, Paternoster Row. “ The Three Little Spades,”’ 
by Anna Warner, James Nisbet and Co., Berners Street, W. “ Granny’s 
Wonderful Chair ” by Francis Browne (fairy tales), Griffith and Farren. 

Tvtler P °r I a Isla " d T in En S Iand and at Home,” by Ann Fraser 
Tjtler, G. Routledge and Sons, Broadway, Ludgate Hill. “ Jesus the 
Carpenter of Nazareth,” by “A Lavman ” p , J ^ ’ u 

boy, b °of from L '' L ’, P /rr er H ° USe ’ “ aring Cro»s a R M d."F„; 
arc Polished by 1 ‘ hi " k 

M. C. Campbell. 


,«!i > ,‘ma g S'„?o;lL Sh b°e« d IT’ T™" of »“ » ( 

I have tried the experiment*’ ?e educatln K children in orderly habits, 
bricks, out of which I tikf> "i, • , my ckddren of giving them a box of 

that a child who Ls never si k 1 giVe * t0 the child and 1 find 

tries to replace the brick. I P m jf °r br ' cks turned out naturally 
out and try to put it awav A l ia f ° r blm ’. tken let h ' m take ' l 
for an hour, and eniovs him if ' W ' amuse himself in this way often 
knocking down a ^ ^ ^ ^ in 

out for him, and let him hav P o- , 1 le next da y 1 take two bricks 

until he has learned to put awav^h^ ^ m ° re and m0re out each day 
some time his only idea of amnc ^ le contents of the whole box. For 
he can do this quite easily r . e " t , 1 . s P ut ting away the bricks. When 

fows older, when he Is ted of The h h T ^ huM with As hc 

first to put away the bricks hefp " bn , Cks and wants a new toy, he has 
e gets into the habit of nuttin^ an0t ^ er to Y given him. Very soon 
another. PUttIng away his first toy before asking for 


Rina Scott. 
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E.U 11 UK,— it seems to me , •. 

Home for Ladies who desire to be I P y that a Ver y Rood T,f ■ 
useful life at home, should not be L ^ f ° f Col °"iaUiU?T g 
long sough, in v.in for a pl,“e ? h ™ f Halt "J” J 

experienced the value of Miss Mitche U’s H g ' rls> and hav 4 late! 
to make it known to others. Fryerne s a fl T I dese 

country ij miles from Caterham it farm hou se in the nr.ti 

6 or 8 ladies and instructs them fn T* f MitChe " 

They do their own cooking, dairy work hTI ” ,° f d ° mestic economy 
A course of first-rate instruction in dressmT and a little washing.' 

The situation is most healthy the S ' S g ‘ Ven occa sionally 

often be a valuable addition to the educTtL^T m ° derate - It would 
spend six months or a year in such a Home afteM ^ if they cou,d 
thus become as thoroughly cultivated In tZL leaving Sch ° o1 and 
contrives to make those under her care while fir i a * 6 ’ aS Miss Mitche11 
life the advantage is obviously very’ <rreat ^ 3rladles Preparing for colonial 
place better known through your kind hdp lrUStlng to make this useful 

E. Hedley. 


”?u“ c wts' to ^ 

Prentice, also - Little Susy’s Seram! ' bv hf Mo- 
have been four or five years old In. ’ / ™ “ ,hor - *»“ «>ey 

m • i y d ‘ 1 never read t0 boys of four but told 

them ample verstons of the old fairy tales. You musl look a, a cm “ 

R o’ attention, and this is impossible when reading aloud - Lear’s 
Book of Nonsense ” is delightful for small boys. & 

Mater. 


Dear Editor, Plant the oak tree in a pot, or in the earth, quite 
covering the acorn, and water from time to time. I hope Mrs. Thompson 
will find this as satisfactory as we have done. 


E. Ward. 


